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• Continue praying for
revival!
• Please pray much for
our annual Bible distribution trip. We
will be going to Zimbabwe instead of
Zambia this year.
We plan to leave
around the 10th of
July for 3-4 weeks.

Kaitlyn’s Korner
Ntate Mokoena, the clinic gardener, loves us all.
He’s holding his son, Poloko. To his right is
Thabiso, the pastor’s son.

I saw my first elephants at the Bloemfontein
zoo. I really liked them, but my favorite animals were the ducks!

Life in Lesotho
There’s going to be a funeral at our neighbor’s house. We don’t know the lady that died because she’s
been separated from her husband for years, but we’ve been watching the preparations from our kitchen
window. The family has been cleaning the house, washing all their blankets, and fixing up the yard.
They’ve brewed a big barrel of beer. Neighbors and family are coming to visit. (Actually we wonder if they
come to sympathize or if it’s the big barrel that draws them!)
Funerals are quite different here than in America. Some of these differences are just cultural. For example it’s not unusual for the body to be kept at the mortuary for
three to four weeks before the funeral. However, many of the customs
are related to ancestor worship. No matter how poor a family is, they
will sacrifice a cow to provide food and a skin “blanket” for the dead
ancestor. All the close relatives will kneel as their hair is shaved in
honor of the deceased. As the grave is filled, the male relatives must
each throw a shovel-full of dirt onto the casket in a certain order so
that they will not be haunted by the spirit of their loved one.
The funeral is next Saturday, but Friday night there will be an allFirewood for cooking the funeral feast night service with singing, dancing, story-telling, maybe a some
preaching, and of course the big barrel of beer.
The Saturday morning service will be long because superstition
says that if they go to the grave before 1pm it will hail (even in the
middle of our winter dry season!?!) Relatives will talk about the
deceased and comfort the family. Then the family’s church will
have an hour or so to sing and preach. They might even give
someone from our church a few minutes to exhort. The chief will
close with a few wise words about keeping peace and maintaining traditions.
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we will try to
the family is rich, the feast will be extravagant with several salads and maybe a
choice of chicken or mutton.
answer them.
In the midst of the AIDS pandemic, funerals have become so common. Almost every week someone in our village slips into eternity without knowing Jesus as their Savior. Please pray that pastors, missionaries, and laypeople will
be effective in spreading the good news of salvation. Pray that the youth will
reach their peers with the message of abstinence. Pray that Sunday School
Hope International Missions teachers will be able to love little children to Jesus. Pray that God will send a
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mighty revival to Lesotho!
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Your prayers and support are making a difference in Lesotho!

